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Ba xvi. 31. 
The hoary ead is a Crown of” 

Glory, if it be found in the 

Way of Righteouſneſs. 


LO MON, whoſe extenſive and advanc'd 
knowledge was greater than his predeceſſors, 
and hath not been exceeded by mere man 
ſince, hath afforded wiſdom many encomiums 
throughout this book of Proverbs. And in theſe, 
he doth not ſimply praiſe, but repreſents the real 
excellency and uſefulneſs thereof, Tis wiſdom, 
true wiſdom, that directs the feet of the few, who 
walk in the way of righteouſneſs, the end of 
which is peace, honour, and everlaſting gain. 
The unthinking multitude, either immerſed in 
ſenſual enjoyments, or fill'd with worldly cares, 
theſe paſs, in crowds along the broad way of de- 
| ſtruction, and drop into unalterable miſery : but 
they are few, very few, that ſo conſider their Jat- 
ter end, as to walk in the narrow way that leads 
to life, and iſſues in eternal happineſs. Men more 
2 | _——: gene- 


LS I 
generally follow the appetites of ſenſe, and, ne. 
glecting the dictates of right reaſon, they atten- 
| tively liſten to the flatteries of this vain world, and 
| 9 turn a deaf ear to the voice of wiſdom, tho* ſhe 
| crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the 
coming in of the door, Prov. viii. 2. Tinſel bau- 
bles, preſent enjoyments, things agreeable to the 
fleſhly appetite, are, by thoſe who would be 
deemed men in underſtanding, courted with ea- 
gerneſs; whilſt future crowns, durable riches, 
and righteouſneſs, are ſcarcely taken any notice of. 


But this conduct will one day proclaim their 
ignorance and folly ; when they muſt part with 
thoſe things they now ſo. fondly embrace, and, 
when the moſt valuable things, which they now 
deſpiſe, or but lightly efteem, will be ſet at an 
everlaſting diſtance from them; then will the 
blackneſs and darkneſs of horror and unreliey*d 
deſpair overwhelm their Souls. 


Wiſdom, now, courts and allures with preſent 
taſtes, with a repreſentation and promiſe of certain 
good, and future happineſs ; yea, ſhe aſſures us 
of the exuberance. of Foy they ſhall enter into, 
| who walk after her Direction: Tho? here they 
| may be for a ſeaſon afflicted, perſecuted, tor- 
| | mented or deſpiſed. 79 55 
| | And 


45 


And tho', when wickedneſs greatly prevails, 
he that departeth from iniquity may become a 
prey to the ungadly; yet grey bairs, when found 
in the way of righteouſneſs, will always be a crown 
of Glory. This Honour our friend ſhared in, 
whoſe deceaſe furniſhed the occaſion of my dif- 
courſing at this time on theſe words of Solomon; 
in the further conſideration of which | propoſe | to 
do the four following things. | 


J. To deſcribe the Way if Righteouſneſs, con- 
cerning which *tis affirmed, that the hoary head 
found therein is 4 crown of Glory. 


II. Endeavour to ſhew you what is implied or 
_ underſtood by a perſon's being found in the Way 
| of Righteouſneſs, 


III. Attempt to ſet before you ſome of the 
Beauty, Honour, and Dignity that is with and upon 
an aged diſciple of Chriſt. And then in the laſt 
place, | 


IV. To point out ſundry proper uſes of the 
knowledge ariſing from the opening of the pre- 
ceding heads of Diſcourſe, ſuitable to the preſent 
ſolemnity. 


I begin with the firſt, 5 | 
LEY: "1 0 I. To 


1 
I. To deſcribe the Way of Rigbteouſneſs, con- 


cerning which 'tis affirmed, that the Boary bead 


found therein is @ crown of Glory. 


| Righteouſneſs is a term which, tho ſometimes 
limited to particular acts, yet at other times is 
very comprehenſive; ſo here it includes the whole 


rule of our duty towards God and men. Way, 


or path, in the literal ſenſe, is eaſily underſtood 
by all; *tis what we travel in from place to place. 
Way, in a moral ſenſe, is expreſſive of a perſon's 
courſe of behaviour, or his ordinary conduct, 
Thus every way of a man, i. e. the courſe he 
chuſes, the conduct he purſues, is right in his own 
eyes. (a). So the Way of Righteouſneſs is a 
courſe of behaviour or conduct preſcribed by the 
divine Word, that perfect rule of righteouſneſs. 


Again, the Way of Righteouſneſs is the May 
wherein Chrift walked, without turning aſide to 


the right hand or to the left. He could ſay, 7 
delight to do thy will, O my God: Yea thy law is 


within my heart. (). Chriſt is the great exem- 
plar of obedience ; his ſteps, the print of his feet 
in this way, the diſciple ought to follow, who did 
no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth.” (c). 


(a) Prov. xxi. 2. (6) Pal, xl. 8, (e) 1. Pet. ii. 22. 
Fur- 


E 

Further, the Way of Righteouſneſs is the way 
wherein the righteous in all ages have walked, 
and have been favour'd with the divine approba- 
tion; wherefore the Pſalmiſt faith, the Lord know- 
eth the Way of the Righteous (a); that is, he is 
altogether acquainted with, and approves their 
way. *Tis indeed a narrow way, bounded on 
each fide by the divine command, which is ex- 
ceeding broad. Our Lord hath left it upon re- 
cord, Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 


And it. (c). 


A godly life is neither a light matter, or eaſy 
attainment. All who walk in this way muſt de- 
ny themſelves ; their corrupt paſſions, and vicious 
inclinations, carnal eaſe, and ſenſual gratifications. 
Self-denial and bearing of the croſs are propoſed 
by Chriſt as leſſons to be learned, things to be 
practiced, by every diſciple that will follow him 
in this way, He faith, Whoſcever will come after 
me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs and 
follow me. (c) Laſtly, 


The Way of Righteouſneſs is a way wherein Ho- 
lineſs is viſible : *Tis the king's high-way, a way 
caſt up by the command of the King of Kings, and 

(a ) Pfal. i. 6. () Matt. vii. 14. 
(c) Mark viii. 34. | 
Lord 


— — — — — — — 
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Lord of Lords, and ſpall be call'd the Way of he 


lineſs. ( a). This is the reverſe of the way of 
the wicked, and walking thercin is expreſſive of 
holineſs in heart and converſation, agreeable to 
the Apoſtle's exhortation to the Corinthians. A- 
wake to righteouſneſs, and fin not. (). By this 


_ deſcription the Way of Righteouſne/s may eaſily 
be known; tho” not walked in without divine 
aſſiſtance, as is clearly intimated by the Pſalmiſt, 


in words which expreſs the bent of his ſoul- I 
ill run the way of thy comma ndments, when thou 


ſhalt enlarge my heart. (c). Leaving any fur- 


ther deſcription of the way, I proceed to the ſe- 
cond thing 3 


II. To ſhew you what is implied, or under- 
ſtood by being found in the Way of Righteouſneſs. 


Upon recollection of what the Way of Righte- 
ouſneſs is, being found therein, is to be found ac- 
cuſtoming oneſelf to obey the divine commands; 
being employ'd in the practice of religion, of all 
virtue, exerciſing therein unto godlineſs. Thus to 
be found, is expreſs'd reſpecting the faithful and 
wiſe ſervant, who is repreſented as employ'd in the 
conſtant diſcharge of his office; and Bleſſed is that 


{ a) Ia. xxxv. 8. (5) 1. Cor. xv. 34. 
(e) Pſal. exix. 32. | 


fer 


1 
vant, whom his Lord, when ve cometh ſhall find ſo 
doing. (4). 

*Tis not any caſual Attendance on the ſervices 
of religion, nor any particular ſingle act, that is 
intended by being found in the Way; or that will 
intitle to the character ; but by the phraſe we are to 
underſtand, that it is the way wherein a perſon uſu- 
ally walks; what is his ordinary practice. A man 
is not denominated by one act, but by his courſe, 
by the general tenor of his converſation. So the 
Apoſtle, writing to the Romans, urges rhis as a 
thing plain'to all; as a thing ſelf-evident. Know 
ye not, that to whom ye yield your ſelves ſervants to 
obey, his ſervants ye are to whom yt obey ; whether of 
fin unto death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs. 

Again, by being found is the Way of Righte- 
ouſneſs, 18 implied, that the way is known in the- 
ory, that the conduct of the profeſſor is viſible, 
and obſerved by men. Many make their boaſt 
of knowing this way, who don't walk in it; and 
there are others who wonder at thoſe that do. 
Yea, when God hath by his grace called ſome to 
walk in this way, td for/ake the fooliſh and live, 
their former companions have obſerved their pre- 
ſent conduct, and think it ſtrange that they run 
not with them to the ſame exceſs of riot 0 5) as 
heretofore. | 


( @ ) Matt. xxiv. 46. (6) 1. Pet. iv. 4. 
Further, 


ID 31 1 

Further, to be found in this way, notes alſo 
continuance and progreſſion. Tis not the hoary 
head which hath appear ' d as walking in this way, 
but now hath left it, that is honour'd. No, it 
is the perſon that hath not only begun, but alſo 
continues in the way, and is labouring to go for- 
ward, that is honoured with the character. The 
man who makes religion his firſt concern; the 
great, the conſtant buſineſs of his life, after the 
example of the Apoſtle, who declared before Fæ- 
lix, Herein do J exerciſe myſelf, to have alway a 
conſcience void of offence, toward God and toward 
men. (a). Theſe things are neceſſary to a per- 
ſon's being found in the way, what ought daily 
to be attended to, and ſhould be the diſciple's 
daily ſtudy, daily care, and daily employ. And 


Without continuance in the way, how is it 
poſſible for the hoary head to be faund there; or 
how is it poſſible to have a conſcience void of of- 
fence, without exerciſing thereunto. Herein, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, do I exerciſe myſelf ; and herein every 
one deſirous to be found in the way ſhould occupy 
himſelf ; to this he ſhould bend his thoughts and 
care, that he may diſcharge the duties God re- 
quires, ſo as to pleaſe him; and that he may or- 

der his converſation in ſuch manner, as no juſt 


( a) AQs xiv. 16. 


1 
[it } 
caſion of offence may be afforded to profeſſor or 
prophane; that he may be blameleſs, not only be- 
fore men, but, alfo, 1 in His own conſcience. "Theſe 
things the inſtructions in the way of righteouſneſs 
teach, and exhibit 1 in characters ſo legible, that 
he who runs may read, and in words ſo plain, that 
a wayfaring man . can ſcarcely miſtake. | 


Only 1 the perſon, * 5 is ö righteouſneſs, | 
can properly be ſaid to. be: found in the way of i it. 
- The great apoſtle of the gentiles in his epiſtle to 
the Phillippians acknowleges his own imperfection, pi 
and profeſies what hig conduct was. Not, ſaith. 
he, as though 1 had already attain d, either were al- 
ready perfect; but I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prebend that for which alſo I am apprebended of 
Chriſt Feſus. Brethren, I count not myſelf to have 
apprehended : but this one thing 1 do, forgetting 
thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto thoſe things which are Before, T preſs toward 
the mark, for the prize of the bigh-calling of God in 
Chrift Jeſus (a). From this account of himſelf, 
there 1s full evidence both that the Apoſtle was 
found in the way, and that he was going forward 
therein, not loitering in the Race, not reſting ſa- 


(a) Phil. iii. 12,—14- 
C tisfied 
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tisfied: with paſt attainments, While greater ** 
vances werg to be made. He did not ſo reckon 
upon what he had received, | upon what he had 
learned, upon what he had done; ; AS though he 
might now ſit ſtill and drop all further purſuits. 
But, keeping his eye on the glorious Priae and 
having in continual view. che high calling of Cod, 
he labour'd, he ſtrove, he preſs'd forward, he 
reach'd forth unto thoſe things which were before 
him. Yea, he exerted. himſelf to the utmoſt, 7 
preſs; like unto perſons thruſting through a crowd 
to attain ſomething which is before them: Or 
rather like unto' runners in a race, to whom there 
ſeems an alluſion, who are preſſing onwards, preſ- 
ling as on the heels of thoſe before, ſtraining e- 


very nerve, if poſſible, to overtake, paſs by, * b 


reach the your firſt. 


The way of righteouſneſs or path of. re 
ligion, is conſtantly to be kept in by the diſci- 
ple of Jeſus, there he ſhould always be found: 
and when enlarg'd to run therein, he ought 
to own diſtinguiſhing mercy, He, that reſts, 
or ſtops in the way, through pretended. ſatie- 
ty, or great advances already made, knows not 
much of his duty, and experiences leſs of the 


power of godlineſs. Let theſe things ſuffice with 


reſpect 


[#3 ] 
reſpe& to what is implied or underſtood by being 
found in-the way, _ I: opp WIA 


II. To attempt. to fer before you Genes of 
the beauty, honour, and dignity, which, are with 
and. upon an aged diſciple. of Chriſt, And 


Surely, there is the beauty of true wiſdom and 
underſtanding age. Solomon hath obſerved, A man's 
wiſdom! maketh bis Face to ſpine (a), that is, tis an 
ornament to him; the diſplay, or the diſcoveries 
thereof in his conduct put a luſtre upon him, and 
give him a reputation in the eyes of thoſe whoſe 
eſteem is moſt valuable, And, if ſo, real religi- 
on, undifſembled piety, will be an ornament, 1 
think, in the eyes, at leaſt in the conſciences ot 
all, However, I am ſure it will be eſteem'd 
ſuch by all who truly fear God. Wiſdom is be- 
fore him that hath underſtanding (S). i.e. The man 
of underſtanding hath it before his eyes; he re- 
ſpects it as a uſeful monitor, and liſtens to the 
counſels thereof. 


— 


Sound wiſdom, is a beautiful ornament, and 
a ſingular advantage; becauſe, if thou art the Poſ- 
ſeſſor, Then ſhalt thou underſtand righteouſneſs, and 


Judgment and equity ; yea every good path (c). con- 
(a) Eccl. viii. 1. (5) Prov. xvii. 24. (e) Ib. ii. 9. 


C 2 | ceive 
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[14] 
ceive ae to ſpeak, with reſpect to the ſup- 


poſed underſtanding of the Elders, where he ſaith, 
the beauty of old men is the grey bead (a). Age be- 
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ſpeaks t them perſons of « experience, which often- 

| times makes wiſe, and brings forth underftanding. 

| However, the head grown grey in the way of 

righteouſneſs, hath 4 good underſtanding (b), and 

\ hath had manifold experience to ripen it, and the 
3 more it hath been improv'd n the greater 
I the ornament. 
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Spiritual Ces the graces of the holy ſpirit 
are ornaments far more honourable than chains of 
gold. What was it but the former that directed 
i; their feet, what is it, but the latter that has fur- 
v0 niſh'd them to walk, in the way of riphteouſ- 
: neſs? The former is no leſs than a divine 1 ray, ,or 
4 emanation from the father of lights; and, as na- 
4 = tural wiſdom is an honourable ornament to a man, 
is | | and profitable to direct, ſo is heavenly wiſdom, 
both an honour in itſelf, and extremely uſeful to 
the diſciple. 


— —— — 
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This N dom i is pure (c), this is dealt this 
is full of good fruits, which adorn the poſſeſſor, 
and is alſo of ſpecial ufe to direct the feet in the 


4) Prov xx. 20. (3) Pfal. xi. 10. (c) James i iii. 17. 
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paths of peace; to guide in — 85 
neſs, to diſcern ſnares and temptations; to eſpy 


their dangerous conſequences; and likewiſe. to 
aſſiſt in the improvement of every opportunity to 
accompliſh the moſt deſirable purpoſes, things 
that reſpect the glory of God, and our own beſt 
intereſts, Here then the advice of Solomon 
comes in as proof with great propriety as well as 
encouragement. Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall promote 
thee; ſhe ſhall bring thee to Honour, when thou dof 
embrace her. She ſhall give to thine Head an or 
nament of grace; a crown of Glory ſhall ſhe deliver 
to thee (a). Or ſhall encompaſs thee with a crown 
of glory. 


— 


The graces of the ſpirit are heavenly ornaments, 
which beautify the diſciple, of vaſtly ſuperior 
worth, to chains of gold. Though the world eſ- 
teem the latter as enſigns of honour, and the am- 
bitious are often dazled with the ſplendor ; yet, the 
former are much more excellent in their nature, 
both as honours from God, and ornaments of 
of great price in his ſight. And 


Further the diſciples are honour'd now, with 
the name of Chriſtians, of followers of the Lamb, 
yea with the approbation of heaven; as the Fſal- 


(a) Prov, iv. 8, 9. 
5 111 


[ 16 FF 
mit ares his oppoſers, hom he addreſſes thus. 
But know that the Lord bath ſet a part bim 


that is godiy for Amselt (4). And, as they 
are approved of God in the preſent ftate, ſo the 


9 ſovercign Judge vill openly applaud when their 
4 race is run. What honours will ſurround, What 
iſ tdtrranſports of pleaſure poſſeſs the ſoul, when Chriſt 
lc | ſhall fay, Vl, dine good and faithful Servant 


| (3). They have honour from God here, he 
if calls them now; his Servants, ba, bis Sans; and; 
1 when he makes up bis jewolr (c), they. will appear 
0 to be precious in his fight. If any man ſervr me, 
ſaith Chriſt, Bim will my | Father honour (d). 
And, as their ornaments are precious, their ho- 
nours not fading, ſo alſo 


Their Dignity is great. The / are th Lord's 
freemen, deliver'd from the bondage of fin and 15x 
ranny of Satan; the moſt deſpicable ſervitude; the 
worſt ſtate of bondage. And they enj oy their 
freedom, by the moſt reputable means, the Som 
hath made them free; yea tliey are 'fellow-citiztns 
with the ſaints and bf the Foufhold of God (e). Theſe 
diſciples have the precedency of age; and their 


| 

0 if hoary head i is a, crown of glory. I. they have 
WR () Pfal. iv. 3 () Matt. xv, 23. (e) Mal. iii 7 
: | | 1 John a xii. 28. (e e) Eph, i Th . 19. 
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[17]; 
walked in the way: of righteauſuaſs from their 
youth, this their Grows. is the, more ornamented 
with gens; being found in the way, though they 
were brought into it, but in middle age, or even 
* is their Mercy and donor too. 


"The non diſciples af Chriſt; on coach © al. 
mond tree has. flouriſhed, while they have been 
followers of their Lord, are variouſly crown'd ; ei- 
ther with wiſdom and underſtanding which reſide 
and reign in them, and with which, according to 
Solomon (a), as with a royal crown, they are com- 
paſſed and crowned: Or with the honours of 
obedience, the praiſe of bringing forth thoſe fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which glorify their Father (a), and 
are ornaments on the head of the diſciple : Or with 
the crown of victory ; for there is no walking in 
this way without ſtrife and combat. | 


For victory. over their ſpiritual enemies, they 
have been ſtriving; and, overcoming theſe, they 
ſhall be crowned. If a man ſtrive for Maſteries 
be is not crown'd, except he ſtrive lawfully (b), faith 
the Apoſtle, But he that called them to ſtrive, 
has furniſhed them with rules and example how 

to proceed; yea, he it is who maketh them 


(a) Prov. iv. 8, 9. (+) John xv. 8. 
(c) 2 Tim. ii. v. 


con- 
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[28] 
Conquerors : Surely - theſe conquerors ſhaw be 
crown'd. The great enemies they have had to 
combat with in hows —_- are the wh, the he fo, 
and the devil. 


Mortifying the luſts 1 the fleſb, 2 gd 
the world, ſlighting its flatteries, deſpiſing its 
frowns, reſiſting the ſubtil adverſary of our ſouls,” 
theſe are truly honours ; and to have done theſe 


things for many years, is the more honourable. / 


Yet have they nothing to boaſt in themſelves," re- 

ſpecting victories of this ſort, but it becomes 
them at all times, with the Apoſtle humbly to 
confeſs, by the grace of God I am what Iam (a); 
by the grace of God I have done what I have 
done: Or rather not I, but the grace of God which 
was 'with me. And, in the review of conqueſt, 
tis meet to offer grateful praiſe where juſtly due: 
as the Apoſtle in proſpect - of deliverance did, I 

thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord (6): 
For it is God who ſubdueth their enemies under, 
chem. And although | 


The botany and dignities of the diſciples al 
many, in the preſent ſtate; yet, in the world to 
come, theſe will be exceeded, by Chriſt's on- 


(a) 1 Cor. xv. 10. (3) Rom. vii. 25. 


ing 


aw 
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ing "IM before his Father and before - his holy 
angels, agreeable to the aſſurance given them in 
his own words, M boſoever ſpall confeſs me before- 
men, bim ſhall the ſon of man alſo confeſs before- 


the angels of God (a). And then, with what alacrity, 


with what devotion, will theſe honourable and 
dignified ones caſt all their crowns down at his 
feet; and, in exulting aſcription, ſay, Unto him 
that loved us, and waſh'd us from our fins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts un- 
10 God and his Father, to him be glory and der 


minion forever and ever (S). 


All their advancement, in the ſeveral a 
thereof, is by his means; all their honours come 
through him; and therefore, as it is altogether 
meet, let him ever wear the crown, and have the 
whole glory, of being the Aut bor of their ſalva- 
tion. We have now, according to my propoſed 
deſign, view'd the path the diſciple of Chriſt 
walks in, or the way of righteouſneſs ; and have 
conſidered what it is, that denominates a perſon 
a walker there; not a tranſient act, not a caſual 
attendance on divine appointments z but a per- 


bon's entring on this way, continuing therein, and 


labouring to go forward, exerciſing himſelf unto 
(a) Luke xii. 8. (3) Rev. i. 5, 6. 
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godlinek. In a Ty a perſon's general conduct, 

is to manifeſt that he hath a continued regard to 
this way of tbe Lord. We have alſo attended to 
a brief repreſentation of ſome part of the beauty, 
Honour, and dignity, that encompaſſes and attends 
an aged follower of the Lamb z and have, even, 

ſuffer d our thoughts to track him to the ſtate of 
bliſs : And what further Ts" to be done, is, 


in the laſt place, 


IV. To point out ſundry proper uſes 
of the knowledge ariſing from the opening of the 
former heads of this diſcourſe, ſuitable to the pre- 


ſent ſolemnity. As, 


1. To correct ſome of the miſtakes, which, dif- 
ferent perſons have imbib'd, concerning religion. 
There are ſome perſons, who have conducted 
themſelves, as if religion was the degrading of a 
man, But, however ſuch may conceive, old age 
has no valuable or unfading honour without righte- 
ouſneſs; yea, it is rather a matter of juſt reproach, 
that they have lived long, and have not attain'd 
to ſo much wiſdom as to do good, 


Age, ſimply corifidered, is venerable, the har 
head has ſomething that demands reſpect ; ; 
the very ornaments of nature, without virtue, 15 : 


their comelineſs. What is ſaid reſpecting a na- 


„ 
tion, may with truth be applied to individuals. 
Kigbteouſuaſs exalteth a nation, but fin isi a re- 
proach to any people (a). It.is fo to-any perſon : a 
religious youth is much more honourable, in the 
ſcripture account, than a crown'd head grown 
white in wickedneſs. Better, ſaith the wiſe man, 
is a poor and wiſe child, than an old and fookſo 
king, who will no more be admonifhed. 


Without religion, there is neither laſting ho- 
nour, or true wiſdom : For the fear of the Lordis 
the beginning of wiſdom (b). It will appear ſuch 
if we only obſerve, that this fear manageth the 
higheſt buſineſs ; advanceth the ſupream intereſt ; 
and avoideth the moſt deſtructive dangers. On 
this very baſis, the following exhortation, to the 
great, to the rulers of the earth, is founded. By 
wiſe now therefore, O ye kings, be inſtructed, ye 
Judges of the earth, ſerve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiſs the Son leſs be 
be angry, and ye periſa from the way, when bis 
wrath is kindled but a little (c). 


Again there areothers, who, if they dont look 
upon religion as the degrading of a man, yet, 
have a very mean opinion of godlineſs, eſteem it 


(a) Prov. xiv. 34. () Plal. exd. 10. (e) Plal. il. 10. 12, 
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as a matter of indifference: But, can that be * 
which renders beautiful, encompaſſes with glory? 
This real religion doth, Can that be mean; or a 
matter of indifference, which will iſſue in life, 
and without which men are in a miſerable condi- 
tion? In the way of righteouſneſs is life, and 
in the path-way thereof there is no death (a). But 
in the way of ungodlineſs, in the path of wicked- 
neſs, are deſtruction and miſery. The ungodly, 
however proſperous in this life, ſhall periſh ; even, 
though their days be prolonged : yea, God him- 
ſelf hath declared by the prophet Iſaiah, that the 
finner being an hundred 19852 old * Be ac- 


curſed (b), 


_ Further, there are others, whoſe miſtake may 
be corrected by the knowledge ariſing from the 
things we have attended ; who ſeem to place the 
whole of religion in a meer aſſent to, and abiding 
by, certain ſchemes of doctrine, forms of worſhip, 
or particular notions ; but theſe” things, by them 
ſelves, do not obtain this crown : no, mere ſpe- 
culation is of ſmall avail ; the exerciſing them- 
ſelves unto godlineſs, is neceſſary to attain this 
honour, Whoſe looketh into the perfect late of li- 
berty, and continueth therein, he being not a for- 
getful hearer (c), but a doer of the work, this 
(a) Prov.xii, 28. (6) Iſa. Ixv. 20. (e) James i. 25. 
man 


{ 23 ] 
man ſhall be bleſſed in bis deed. Every perſon, 
who profeſſeth himſelf a diſciple of Jeſus, ought 
binſolf ſo to walk; even as be walked ('a). Again, 


There be others, who are ready to place the whole 
of their religion and confidence, in the exerciſe of 
morality, and an attendance to forms: but this 
is equally a miſtake; the way of righteouſneſs 
comprehends both faith and practice. For as be 
that believeth on the ſon, hath everlaſting life; 10 
be that believeth not the ſon, ſhall not ſee life ; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him (b), The in- 
ſtruction in the way of righteouſneſs, contains both 
the doctrines according to . godlineſs, and the 
rules for the practice thereof; teaching us, that 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſoculd live 
ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly in this preſent world; 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the gloriqus ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus 
Chrift, who gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works (c). There 
may be other errors, which the doctrine we have 
attended may be of fervice to correct; but I 
proceed to another uſe ariſing from it, viz. 


2. To encourage thoſe, who are ſollicitous to 
walk in bis way, ſeeking to obtain life and ſal- 
(a) John ii. 6. (3) John iii. 36. (e) Tit. ii. 12,.—14. 
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vation by Jeſus Chriſt. You have heard from 
the word of God, you may perceive, and be aſ- 


ſured, that it is a good way. We may ſay of it, 


as Samitel did to Jr ael, I will teach you the good 


and ibe right way; only fear the Lord, and ſerve 


bim in truth with all your beart (a). Remem- 
ber alſo, that a 1 


The way of righteouſneſs is a RNS way; ; 
there is a -crown provided for the walker in it, 
which grace will beſtow. This, the apoſtle Paul 
was fully ſatisfied of, reſpecting himſelf ; and, of 
this, he hath left a moſt comfortable aſſurance, 
reſpecting others, even when he was almoſt ar- 
rived at the goal; Henceforth, faith he, there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous judge fhall give me at that day, 
and not to me only, but unto all them alſo 
that love his appearing (b). And, long before the 
apoſtle” s days, it had been proclaimed, concern- 
ing the glory, ſufficiency, and goodneſs of God, 
for the encouragement of the walkers in this way; 
that The Lord God is a ſun and ſhield; the Lord 


will give grace and glory: no good thing will be 


withbold from them that walk uprightly (c). 


(e) 1 Sam, xii. 23, 2. (5 2 Tim, i iy. 8 
E TO (c) Pal. n 


Obſerve 


1 
| Obſerve further, that this is a pleaſant way. It 
is the way of wiſdom : ber ways are ways of plea- 
ſantne /s; and all her paths are peace (a). There 
are no pleaſures, like thoſe found in the ſervice of 
God, either in fulneſs, refinement, or fatisfac- 
tion: they are pleaſures without a ſting ; enjoy'd. 
without bitter reflection. There is peace in con- 
ſcience, walking in this way, and, ſometimes, ſuch 
intercourſe with heaven, as fills the ſoul with 
tranſports of ſacred pleaſure. | 


Again, as a farther encouragement to walk in 
this way, ſo doing is manifeſtly the way to laſt- 
ing honour, is evidently the way to real not ima- 
ginary happineſs ; yea, to unbounded felicity, 
and everlaſting glory. Here is a recent inſtance : 


Our deceaſed ſiſter, entred on the way in early 
life ; by grace was enabled to continue therein 
through a long ſeries of years ; in withering age, 
experienced the ſweets of a reaſonable hope; and, 
in dying days had the foretaſtes of a bleſſed eter- 
nity, Her natural diſpoſition was active and 
chearful ; ſhe knew to be religious, without being 
moroſe : having received the doctrines of the goſ- 
pel in the love of it, thro” the aids of the Spirit, 
ſhe exerciſed herſelf unto godlineſs. Her atten- 
dance on the public means of grace, was 
(@) Prov. iii. 17. 


Te- 


remarkable, being both conſtant and early: ſhe 
was deſirous to honour her Lord before men; 
and careful to wait at iſdom's gates for needful 
and freſh ſupply of ſpiritual proviſions: nor was 
ſhe unmindful of family religion ; or forgetful 
of retirement, Yet had ſhe no expectation but 
thro? the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and ſhe readily 
acknowledged the diſcriminating: grace of God in 
calling her to the hope of falvation. Walking 
humbly before the Lord, ſenſible of, and mourn- 
ing over, manifold infirmities, and much un- 
worthineſs; ſhe magnified the grace of God in 
giving any hope to her thro' the ons that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, | 


I forbear particularizing * conduct of this 

"aged diſciple, whatever was praiſe worthy in 
her, do you, my friends, her offspring, ftrive to 
imitate ; yea, labour to excel] : do you, her fel- 

low-diſciples, more diſtant relations and acquaint- 
ance, emulatc whatever you ſaw in her that orna- 
mented the Chriſtian ; in ſo doing you may hope 
to enjoy the like peaceful end, the God of grace 
ferour d her with. 
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Thro' moſt part of her life; ther her laſt 
years, (which I have been moſt acquainted with) 


ſhe was hoping facher chan rejoicing in the ſalvation 
of 
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of God, often expreſſing her jealouſy of herſelf, con- 
ſequently the doubts and fears attending; ſeldom 
riſing to the aſſurance of hope. But, as it is often 
ſeen that the circumſpect walker, encompaſſed 
with doubts, has the cloud ſcatter d before he goes 
hence; ſo, bleſſed be the name of the Lord, he 
removed her fears, the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
diſpell'd the gloom, and the Spirit of grace 
enabled her to rejoice in the God of her 
ſalvation. In the view of her departure, ſhe was 
entirely ſatisfied that her ins were forgiven, thro? 


the free grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus. - 


The ſting of death being taken away, glory 
in view, confidence in God, as her God, her Fa- 
ther, her friend, made her ſay, h be walked 
bro' the Valley of the ſhadow of death, ſhe fear'd 
no evil, his rod and his flaff were ber comfort. 
And, although, in the beginning of her confine- 
ment, ſhe lamented the promiſes not being appli- 
ed to her in their full extent; yet, her mourning 
on this account was turn'd into Foy and grateful- 
ly expreſs'd by being full, quite filPd with 
their ſweetneſs, and divine comfort. Her faith be- 
held, her ſoul embraced, the adorable | ob- 
Pect of our higheſt love, our utmoſt con- 
fidence, . and our ſweeteſt repoſe; often 
WE 7 — — 


28] 

expreſſing the words of the Pſalmiſt. My fefp 
and my Beat faileth; but God is the ſtrength of 
my heart, and my. portion for ever (a). After 
Waiting a little, the priſoner was releas d; the 
nobler part no doubt entred into the Jay of the 
Tord, where, there are Pleaſures for evermore; 

() and the inferior part we have committed to 
che duſt, till Chriſt ſhall call it forth again. This 

eaſily leads me on to another proper uſe. 


3. To exhort to conſtancy thoſe, who have 
thro' grace enter'd the way of righteouſneſs. You 
Tee the beauty, the honour, the dignity, the iſſue, 
of walking in this way; hold on therefore, let ns 
man take your crown ; dont ſuffer it to be objected. 
to you, ye did run well, who hath bindred you. 
Itisnot unlikely, that you may have many temp- 
tations to combat with, that many difficulties 
may lie in the Way: But conſider, you do not 
run at an uncertainty, and glory is at the end: 
You are not contending for trifles, not labouring 
for periſhing riches, nor toiling for fading honours : 
No, tis for crowns; for an ineftimable prize, And, 
ſure, | 1557 ht 
Whatever allures you hence is vain, periſhing;' 
delufory, every turning aſide is to your 4%, may 
(a) Pfal. Ixxiii. 26. (b) Ibid. xvi. $8. 


r 
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be much to your pain, and is ful of n In 
this warfare, we have no armour for our back; 
retiring is diſhonourable, degrading, and unfits 


for the Kingdom. Whereas, in tbe way, youu have 


helps, ſupports, encouragements, may look to 
and expect fuccour from Jeſus 3 who beholds ail 
our ſtrife, knows all our need, and : ſympathizes 
with his people, under their temptations. | 


Lt us therefore attend the Apoſtle's directions, 
to run with patience the race that is ſet before as, 
looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of our 
faith ( a), and ſeeing Jeſus is our compaſſionate 
High Prieſt, Jet us therefore come boldly unto the 
Throne of grace, that we may ob:ain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need (); there is ano= 
ther uſe of this knowledge, with which l ſhall 
cloſe, that is, | 

4. To awaken thoſe to a ſenſe of their duty and 
intereſt who are yet walking in he wways of unrighte- 
ouſneſs. Do not you, from the repreſentation that 
has been made, ſee your folly, your miſtake, your 
loſs? What is it you are getting, what is it you are 
purſuing, what will the end of thefe things be ? 

If God reward the humble followers of Jeſus 


with crowns, doth not he love righteouſneſs, and 


(a) Heb. xii. Ty 2. (6) Ibid. iv. 16. 
E 2 hate 


wy [30] 
hate wickedneſs? What will he render to the 
workers of inquity? The queſtion is anſwered, 
it ſtands upon record; The wicked ſhall be turned 
into Bell, and all the nations that forget God (a). 
Wa unto the wicked, it ſhall be ill with bim, for 
rhe reward of bis hands ſhall be given him (b). 
:Your folly is your ſhame, and will be your eter- 
nal confuſion, except you repent and believe in 
Jeſus. View therefore your miſery, contemplate 
your wretchedneſs, wait at wiſdom's gate, pro- 
ſtrate yourſelves before the throne of grace, and, 
as condemned ſinners, ſue for mercy through t the 
merits and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, Re- 
mem ber he 15 exalted to give repentance to 72 


* 


rael, and forgiveneſs of Aus (7); and alſo, when 
labouring and heavy laden, through a due ſenſe 
of ſin, that he hath encouraged your approach 
to him, by gracious invitation and free promiſe. 
He is the fame compaſſionate Saviour now, as 
when on earth. What is now the language of 
of his word, was once the language of his lips: 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reft (d). Yea, Jeſus 
hath aſſured you, in ng to all the on 


{4) Pfal. ix. 07. (6) Ig. iii. 11. (e) Ads v. 32 i 
(Ad) — xi. 28. 


4 and 
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[31 ] 
and unbelieving fears common to perſons in ſuch 
circumſtances, that, thus doing, you ſhall meet 
with acceptance » he hath ſaid, Him that cometh 
to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out (a). O that you 
may taſte, and ſweetly experience, that be Lord 
is good. | 


: 


5 (a) John vi. 37. 
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"BETWEEN 2 | 

Cur IST and the BELIEVER 1 4 
BEING THE +0 

Subſtance of THIX TEE SERMONS, 


Wherein are conſider'd, 
I. The Naruxx of this Union. 
II. The CouMENCEN ENT of it. 


III. What is meant by ne BanD, Mun, or 
Cement: theredf, And. 


IV: The happy ErrtcTs, or glorious Coxsx- | 


QUENCES, of this Union. 
_ Attempting to explain the Doctrine, to remove the 
Difficulties which have hitherto attended it, and to 
anſwer fome Objections which may be raiſed againſt 
the method herein purſued, 

Together with 


Some REMARKs and IMPROVEMENTS — 
ſuited to the Deſign. 
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